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Summary 

• The Rice Homestead near Old Connecticut Path 
& the 19th Century family reunions and A.H. 
Ward’s (1858) Rice Family Genealogy 

• Reasons for formation of ERA in 1912 
• About the 1912-14 ERA Board of Directors and 

their relations 
• Influence of By the Name of Rice (1911) by 

Charles Elmer Rice on ERA 
• Fundraising for the homesite marker and the 

gravestone 
• The 1913 & 1914 reunions, monument 

unveilings and their current status 

 
 



Establishing the Homestead 1642-43 

• Original lease of nearby land 
13 Sep 1642 from Henry 
Dunster 

• House by old spring built by 
Rice ca1643 & sold to 
Philemon Whale 

• House & 9 acres acquired 
back by Edmund in 1650s  

• Stays in Rice family until early 
20th Century  



 Dunster to Rice Land Sale 1658  

• Adjacent leasehold sold 
by Henry Dunster to 
Edmund Rice 14 Aug 1658 

• With portions sold to sons 
Edward & Benjamin 



  

 

Transfer Edward Rice to his son Edmund 
21 April 1686   



Transfer to Jason Rice 1718 

• Homestead bequeathed 
by Edmund Rice to his 
son Jason Rice 14 Nov 
1718 



  

 

Property Sold by Jason Rice to his 
Brother Edmund, 12 Dec 1749 



  

 

Property Sold by Edmund Rice to 
his Son Edmund, 22 Feb 1796 



Edmund Rice (1755-1841)  
• Lived in & died in the old Rice 

homestead on  14 Nov 1841 
• Descendants prominent in funding 

of  Ward’s Rice Genealogy (1858) 
• Descendants prominent in founding  

of ERA (1912) 
• His children: 

- Edmund (1785-1860), m. Abigail Maynard 
- Salome (1787-1872), m. Warren Nixon 
- Isabel (1789-1838), m. Torrey Hancock 
- Abigail (1791-1815), m. Richard Heard 
- Edward (1793- 1868), m. Nancy Bond 
- Abner (1795-1812) 
- Mary (1797-1865), m. Mark Collins Sibley 
- Nancy (1800-1821), m Mark Collins Sibley 
- Almira (1802- ?), m. Elisha Child 
- Cynthia (1805-1836), m. Dr. Levi Goodnough 

 
 

 



Edmund Rice’s Will (1841) 

• House bequeathed 
to son Edmund & 
Edward Rice Sr. 

• Edward takes 
possession of house 

• Cash to all other 
children 

 

 



Edward Rice, Sr. (1793-1868) 

• Is second son of 
Edmund Rice (1755-
1841) 

• Resided in homestead 
most of his life 

• Hosted the Rice 
Family reunions at the  
homestead… First 
recorded Rice reunion 
at homestead was 5 
Sept 1851 --- per ERA 
newsletter #1:1960 

 



Edward Rice, Sr.’s Will (1868) 

• Sons Edward and 
Abner are 
executors 

• House bequeathed 
to Edward Rice, Jr.  
1868 and serves as 
residence of widow 
Nancy Bond Rice 
(1793-1885) and 
unmarried 
daughter Abigail 
Cutting Rice (1818-
1893) 

• Substantial cash 
penalty for Edward 
selling house 
before death of 
Nancy & Abigail 
 
 

 



Edward Rice, Jr. (1842-1917)  
• His unmarried sister, Abigail Cutting Rice 

(1818-1893) resides in house until her death 

• His son, Eustace Bond Rice was first ERA 
President  

• Children & grandchildren were donors to ERA 
monuments 

• Sara Griffin Reeves (1827-1861), 1st wife 

- Abner Wheelock (1848-1910) 

- Frederick Eugene  (1850-1916) 

- Isabel (1853-1915) 

• Fannie Louisa Davis (1839-1927), 2nd wife 

- Herbert Warren (1866-after1930) 

- May Louise (1868-1879) 

- Eustace Bond (1872-1938) 

- Edna Watson (1878-1879) 

- Evelyn (1880-1969)  

- Edward Howard (1884-1886) 

 

 



Rice Family Funding of Ward (1858) 



Publication Committee of Ward (1858) 
Genealogy of Edmund Rice 

• Edmund Rice, Jr. (1813-1888),  from Brighton,  grandson of 
Edmund Rice (1755-1841).  In database, father of E.E. Rice & F.H. 
Rice (ERA) 

• George Merrick Rice, (1808-?) Worcester Common Council 
President, son also G.M. Rice donor to ERA monuments in 1913.  
Descended from Thomas Rice. 

• Anson Rice (1798-1875),  postmaster and magistrate in 
Northborough, grandfather of Wallace DeGroot Cecil Rice & Charles 
Henry Rice, ERA donor.  In database as descendant of Edward Rice. 

• Constantine Canaris Esty (1824-1912),  from Framingham, a 
Massachusetts state legislator and U.S. Congressman.   In database 
as descendant of Henry Rice. 

• Dr. Levi Goodnough (ca1804-?),  a physician from Sudbury, and 
son-in-law to Edmund Rice (1755-1841).  In database as Goodnow. 

 
 



Rice Reunion held in Worcester 1903 

• Dedication of Jonas Rice boulder 7 Oct 1903 
hosted by Worcester Society of Antiquity 

• “The Society is also largely indebted to the 
descendants of Edmund Rice, who are 
present in large numbers, for their co-
operation in this celebration, and it is with 
great pleasure that the Worcester Society of 
Antiquity extends to them the full and free 
use of the Society's building on Salisbury 
street. Your presence has added greatly to 
the interest of this occasion and it is most 
fitting that you make this occasion an 
opportunity for the grand family reunion 
which is to take place this afternoon at 
Salisbury Hall.” 
– Reference:  Worcester Society of Antiquity (1903). Exercises 

Held at the Dedication of a Memorial to Major Jonas Rice, the 
First Permanent Settler of Worcester, Massachusetts, 
Wednesday, October 7, 1903. Charles Hamilton Press, 
Worcester. 72pp.  

 

 



Formation of the Edmund Rice 
(1638) Association in 1912 

• First meeting of Association at the annual reunion on 30 August 
1912 at First Parish Church, Wayland (2/6/1913 letter William Whitmore 
to Clara Davis;  p.2 Vol. 6. Spring 1963 ERA Newsletter) 

• Solicitation for donations were sent out broadly to likely 
descendants of Edmund during Fall of 1912 (1/26/13 letter Ethyllynn 
Rice White of Farmington, UT to Clara Davis;  2/27/1913 letter Mary F. Child to Clara 
Davis)  

• Evidence that homestead had burned down in recent past 
(2/3/1913 letter Sophia Rice Burnham of Glens Falls, NY to Clara Davis, “It seems a 
pity that the old house could not have been preserved.” )  
 
 



Founding Officers of the Association 
• Eustace Bond Rice (1871-1938),  ERA President, was a music professor at the New 

England Conservatory and was a gr. grandson of Edmund Rice (1755-1841). 

• Nellie Rice-Fiske (1856-?), 1st Vice President.  In database under the name Nellie R. 
Rice, d. of George Alonzo Rice, m. David F. Fiske in Natick on 20 Aug 1890, was a school 
teacher. 

• Melvin Eugene Rice (1847-1916),  2nd Vice President.   He's in our database, 
descendant of Thomas, born in VT. 

• Rev.  John Henry Hoffman (1847-1925), 3rd Vice President.  Not in database, was in 
1910 Census in Northborough as a clergyman, Ancestry.com claim that his maternal 
grandmother was Lucy Rice (b. 15 June 1788 in Sudbury) but she's not in the database 
either. 

• Leslie Oliver Rice (1885-1966), Secretary.  In our database, as descendant of Joseph 
Rice.  b.  Berlin, MA, moved to Warren, OH 

• Frank Hubert Rice (1853-1929), Treasurer.  In the database, brother of Edward Everett 
Rice, the Broadway producer, &  gr.  grandson of Edmund Rice (1755-1841) 

• George Hunt Barton (1852-1933), Historian.   He was an MIT geologist accompanying 
Robert  E. Peary to Greenland & founder of Boston Children’s Museum.   Neither he nor his 
parents, George Washington Barton (1824-1894) and Mary Susan Hunt (1828-1863) are in 
the database, but his grandparents Israel Hunt and Ruth Wheeler are there.    

• Clara Davis (1862-1919) Bookkeeper.    In our database as gr. granddaughter of 
Edmund Rice (1755-1841).    She was an unmarried school teacher in the 1910 census. 

 



Influence of By the Name of Rice (1911) 
• There was an early effort to 

assist in distant inquiries about 
making connection to Edmund 
(2/17/1913 letter Sophia Rice Burnham to 
Clara Davis, “I am greatly obliged to you for 
taking the trouble to give me so much 
information about the early Rices. I think I 
may be descended from some of the 
Worcester Rices who went to Vermont”) 

• Book was known by ERA and 
used as a reference in inquiries 
(2/17/1913 letter Sophia Rice Burnham to 
Clara Davis, “I am also obliged to you for 
telling me about Mr. Charles Elmer Rice’s 
book.  I have written him to see if I can get 
it.”)  

• There were honest efforts to 
give best available information 
about inquiries. (3/21/1913 letter 
Sophia Rice Burnham to Clara Davis, 
“…through your Secretary Leslie O. Rice, 
while unable yet to trace the connection, 
seems to think it probable.  Therefore I 
enclose $1.00 as a contribution toward the 
marker.” 



ERA re-publication  
(sometime 1940s or 1950s)

1 

FOREWORD 
 

        This book is being re-published by the Edmund Rice  (1638) Association, Inc. by 
permission of the heirs of the late Charles Elmer Rice. We wish to extend to them our 
grateful thanks for the privilege.   
       Many of our members have expressed a desire to own a copy of this little volume 
and we know they will find it both informative and highly entertaining.   
       Because of our regard for historical accuracy it is only fair to state that since the 
publication of this book research has brought to light certain facts that render inaccurate 
some of the statements made herein. There is a very grave doubt that our family can 
claim relationship to Royalty,  since painstaking work has never uncovered the record of 
the birth of Edmund Rice nor any facts that would indicate his parentage. There are also 
corrections in the list of Edmund's children, since no records have been found to 
establish the births to the Deacon of Edmund, the ninth, and Ann, the eleventh as listed. 
It is believed on good authority today that there never was a child named Edmund, and 
that the Ann who married Nathaniel Gary belonged to another family. These and any 
other errata were accepted as facts at the time of Mr. Rice's writing and do not materially 
detract from the value of the narrative. 
     "By the Name of Rice" is a charming story delightfully written and will bring pleasure 
and information to many of the descendants of Deacon Edmund Rice. 
 
1 Note:  Permission to reprint was sought from heirs of CER who died in 1938 and book 
is noted as for sale in first (December, 1960) ERA Newsletter. 



Planning & Funding the Homesite Marker 

• Fundraising strategy was 12 principal 
donors giving $25 each, having several 
$10 donors and asking $1 to $5 from 
most members with a $500 goal (March 

15, 1913 letter Fred Martin Rice, Chairman, Marker 
Committee to Clara Davis).    

• Monument was designed by architect 
A.N. Rice (May 15, 1913 letter Melvin Eugene 

Rice to Clara Davis)  

• Work to place the boulder and install 
tablet had begun by early August 
(August 11, 1913 letter Melvin Eugene Rice to Clara 
Davis) 

• Estimated $396 collected by unveiling 

• Unveiling of monument at September 
13, 1913 meeting of the ERA 



Major Donors for ERA Memorials 
Fred Martin Rice (Chairman, 
Marker Committee) Natick, MA $50.00 17-Oct-1912 

Wayside Inn Chapter DAR Sudbury, MA $25.00 2-Nov-1912 

Fred Ball Rice Quincy, MA $25.00 15-Mar-1913 

Eustace Bond Rice (President) West Newton, MA $25.00 24-Mar-1913 

Edward David Rice  Jamaica Plain, MA $25.00 26-Mar-1913 

Wallace S. Draper Wayland, MA $25.00 4-May-1913 

William E. Rice Worcester, MA $25.00 10-May-1913 

Harry Lee Rice Boston, MA   $25.00+ 14-Jun-1913 

Melvin Eugene Rice (2nd VP) South Sudbury, MA $25.00 11-Aug-1913 

Edward E. Rice Boston, MA $25.00 20-Nov-1913 

Fred Ball Rice Quincy, MA $25.00 19-Oct-1914 



Raising the Cemetery Monument 
• An additional $62 accounted-for 

funds come in before end of year 
1914, possibly more.  About $300 
required for the gravestone (based on 
modern replacement cost estimate of about $9,000) 

• ERA was short on funds to complete 
the cemetery project w/ less than 
expected small donations (October 15, 
1915 letter George Hunt Barton to Clara Davis, 
“Some time later if the Marker Committee are still 
out of pocket, I’ll contribute a little more toward that, 
but I think it better for many to contribute a little 
each than for a few to contribute large sums each.”)   

• Monument unveiled at Old North 
Cemetery during 1914 ERA meeting 
in August.   

• ERA President Eustace Bond Rice 
probably responsible for design or 
commissioning of monument… 

 

 

Photo by Midge Frazel 



Edmund’s Monument & ERA President 
Eustace B. Rice’s Monument 



Thank You! 

 

Questions?? 


