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THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF 

HENRY F. RICE

•



Henry F. Rice-born in 1818 to 
Stephen and Abigail Rice in  

Conway, MA



Moved on to Cleveland, OH   1840



Henry became involved in 
shipping and coal business

…with his half 
brother 
Harvey Rice, 
who also 
started the 
Cleveland 
Plain Dealer 
newspaper. 



Henry married 
Jennie E. Hume 
of  Maitland, 
Nova Scotia, 
Canada…in 
Massachusetts 
August 1853.



A year later, Jennie 
gave birth to their 
only son…Harry 
Hume Rice.

Son Harry born a year later

AI



It was about this time, 
that H.F. Rice 
developed a business 
relationship with 
Henry Yerington and 
Samuel Shepherd. 
H.F. and Yerington 
became friends, 
brother in laws, and 
continued a very close 
relationship for the 
rest of their lives.

Henry 
Yerington

Samuel 
Shepherd



The three men started a wholesale 
business in Port Stanley, Ontario, 
Canada…buying and reselling grain 
and lumber to US and United 
Kingdom markets.



In 1858, H.F. was the witness for the 
marriage of Henry Yerington to his wife’s 
sister, Susan Hume.



Henry Yerington 
with his new wife 
Susan.



News of the Comstock Lode of 
Virginia City and Gold Hill had 
spread across the US and 
Canada. Rice and Yerington

thought their skills in 
shipping and transport could 
be in demand… and Rice 
moved West.



Interestingly, Rice’s son Harry who was born 
back in Nova Scotia, ends up living with Henry 

Yerington during part of his adolescence.



H.F. and wife 
Jennie arrived 
in Nevada 
Territory and 
settled in 
Carson City, 
the territorial 
capital.

Carson City



Henry was 
appointed 

Notary 
Public and 

Postmaster 
for Carson 

City in 1860



As Carson City 
grew, Henry 
became a very 
prominent 
member of the 
community.



Wells Fargo

He 
became 
a
Wells 
Fargo 
Express 
Agent



Yerington 
and his 
wife 
Susan 
moved 
west and 
joined 
the 
Rices. 
The two 
couples 
shared a 
home 
while the 
Yeringtons 
got 
settled.



The two men became partners in the Merrimac Mill,
Virginia City.



Yerington 
became 
involved with a 
few of the main 
financiers on 
the Comstock. 
He eventually 
becomes 
Superintendent 
and Vice-
President of the extremely important and 
profitable, Virginia and Truckee (the V&T) Railroad.



Yerington’s private rail car.



Some important customers…Rice as Well’s 
Fargo station manager in CC. ‘Samuel 

Clemens’  (Mark Twain)  1864



Oct 1864-
Lincoln 
wanted 
Nevada in 
the Union 
and able to 
vote in the 
upcoming 
presidential 
election.



This Photo by Unknown Author 
is licensed under CC BY-NC

Nevada’s 
State 
Constitution

https://www.pngall.com/question-mark-png/download/29735
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


• 7-hours just from Carson 
City to Salt Lake City

• SLC-Chicago
• Chicago-Philadelphia
• Philadelphia to DC
• Two days total
• 16,543 words 
• Cost $62,000 in 2026 

dollars

The new Constitution had to 
be telegraphed! 

AI
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1866-along 
with NV 
Governor-
extended 
invitation to 
Mark Twain 
to deliver a 
lecture.



Also in 1866, H.F. suffered a bout of cholera.



1866-Joined other 
investors in the 
Lake Bigler (Tahoe) 
Road Company, 
building the first 
good wagon road 
from Carson City to 
the Lake and on to 
join the Placerville 
Road.



…and was appointed as one of the regents at 
the new University of Nevada (Reno).



Ore from the 
Comstock 
had to be 
transported 
over the 
Sierra Nevada 
for milling and 
refining.



1868-
plans 
solidified 
for a US 
Mint in 
Carson City



H.F was appointed as one of the 
commissioners planning the new    

                       Carson City Mint.



H.F. was appointed the 
Assistant 
Superintendent 
…alongside the 
“father” of Carson 
City, and the first 
superintendent of the 
new Carson City Mint-
Abraham Curry.

Curry



Sept 1870…two 
month before 
State elections… 
Curry resigned his 
position at the 
Mint to run for Lt. 
Governor…and 
H.F. Rice was 
appointed the 
Mint’s new 
superintendent. 



That year (1870) coins from 
the Carson Mint began to 
bear the (now much prized) 
‘CC’ mark.



H.F was paid more than any 
other US Mint employee 

nationwide except the head 
of the Philadelphia Mint!



According to Michelle Frazer who in 
2000, wrote an essay for 
Professional Coin Grading Service 
magazine that won 3rd place in an 
essay contest, H.F. Rice wrote a 
letter to his niece Amelia in 1873 
and recounted this story. The story 
was told to Frazer as a child  by her 
grandfather.



Henry 
came 
upon an 
‘odd’ 
wooden 
box in 
the 
Mint’s 
vault.

AI



Inside he found 3,600 x ‘new’$20 gold 
                pieces

             with no 
                           docu- 
           menta-              

                                                              tion.

AI



The uncirculated 
coins had been 
poorly cast with 
many 
imperfections.



Henry thought 
Curry must have 
‘hid’ them to cover 
up their poor 
quality. 

Rice had an idea…

AI



Five very fancy wooden boxes. AI



1,000 silver half 
dollars for CC 
businessman 
Farleigh 
Buchanon, for 
shipping overseas 
to important 
business 
prospects.



AI

Two teamsters were assigned to 
take the coins to Buchanon’s 
house. But they were 
intercepted by a messenger 
from the Mint.



The order was incorrect, 
and the coins had to be   

returned to the Mint.

AI



Buried 
the 
fancy 
boxes in 
the 
desert 
to 
retrieve 
them at 
a later 
time.AI

$6



H.F. was 
irate 
when he 
learned 
the 
boxes 
were 
missing.

AI



The V&T RR built their new rail line 
in the vicinity of the buried boxes.





Politics from 
Washington DC 
and Philadelphia 
(the main US Mint) 
were chronic 
challenges for H.F. 
at the Carson City 
Mint. 
H.F. received high 
praise for his skill 
at raising Mint 
income charging 
fees for assaying 
ore for mining 
companies.



By 1872, under 
the direction of 
Henry, the 
production at 
the Carson 
City Mint 
exceeded 
expectations.



Henry resigned 
in June of 1873.



Purport-
edly 
because 
some of 
his staff 
had been 
fired. 



…rumors the purity of some 
of the coinage was ‘short.”



Henry returned 
to his position 
at the Wells 
Fargo office in 
Carson City.



Had 
also 
invest-
ed in 
some 
VC 
mines.



1874



Rice and Henry 
Peters formed a 

brokerage firm, that 
sold insurance…. 



…and 
stocks.



Henry was 
appointed, 
and then 
elected, to 
the CC 
government.



Some interesting 
ordinances were 
enacted on his 
watch:
‘No meat shops 
open on Sunday.’
‘No barbers open 
after 1PM on 
Sundays.’



Panic-1873



Soon-a 
nationwide  
depression 
that rivaled 
that of 1929.



May 
1877





‘We have seldom seen so 
numerous as attendance’
‘The church and Sunday 
school rooms were 
filled…many were unable 
to get even standing 
room, remained in the 
yard.’
‘38 employees from the 
Mint’
‘The Town Council’
‘State Officers and 
members of the Bar’
‘The attendance of ladies 
was very large.’





108 N.
Minnesota
Carson
City.

Henry’s CC 
home



Stewart-Nye 
home.
First territorial 
governor, and 
the first two NV 
US Senators 
and 
NV Supreme 
Court Justice.
And a Catholic 
Church rectory. 



H.F.’s son 
Harry, 
became a 
very 
respected 
engineer for 
the V&T 
Railroad. He 
was given 
the moniker 
‘Lightning’ 
for his 
daring ways. AI



Lynch-“I was tired of the screech of his 
whistle.”
Harry-“I would screech as loud as I 
pleased.”
Lynch…hearing the notes of defiance blown 
right under his nose…rushed out with a gun 
and opened up on Rice.
Rice ducked his head and took to his 
heels…opening the throttle to its fullest 
extent and started for Lakeview with a full 
head of steam.
The jury found Lynch guilty.

And became a colorful 
character in his own right.



Harry was 
involved in 
multiple 
train 
collisions.



Harry told 
the story of  
finding a 
shoe and 
foot with no 
man 
attached.



Harry’s dog was 
involved in a 
freak accident, 
that resulted in 
the death of his 
mother-in-law.



Harry passed 
away in 1899 at 

just 46 years.

‘Lightning Harry’.
“No engine ever 
turned a wheel 

too fast for him.”



The Mint 
became a 
political 
football 
between the 
GOP and 
Dems. It 
ceased 
operating as 
a mint for 
good in 
1893.



It 
operated 
as an 
assay 
office for 
the Feds 
for the 
next few 
decades.



Shortly after the 
C.C. Mint was 
closed…a huge 
scandal about 
possible theft at 
the Mint surfaced.



Of note…in 1922, 
Anne Martin was 
appointed to be the 
director of the CC 
Assay office, 
becoming the first 
women to lead an 
Assay office in the 
US (at the old Mint).



By the 1930s, the 
Mint building had 
been abandoned.  
CC Judge Clark 
Guild thought the 
State of NV 
needed a “real” 
state museum. He 
led an effort to 
acquire the old 
mint and convert 
it to a museum. It 
was opened Oct 
31, 1939.     



The historic building-now museum, is the 
pride of Carson City and the State of Nevada.



• The original (1869) coin press #1 
has an interesting history. 
Repaired by the V&T RR when it 
broke in 1878.

• Shipped back to Philadelphia 
when the mint closed.

• Returned to CC in 1959 for 
museum display.

• Put back into service at the 
Denver Mint due to a ‘coin 
shortage’ in the early 1960s.

• Eventually returning to the CC 
Mint, and still proudly on display 
and in operation producing 
commemorative coins.



“As we bring this program to a 
close, we honor not just the life of 
Henry Rice, but the living legacy 
he left in all of you. His grit, his 
vision, and his devotion to this 
community helped shape the 
Carson City we know today. The 
fact that his family still gathers, 
still remembers, and still carries 
his story forward may be the 
greatest tribute of all. Thank you 
for keeping his spirit alive, and for 
allowing us to celebrate a true 
Western Nevada pioneer, 
together.”
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