
Using Fashion to Date 
Photographs 

Rice Family Photographs 

Dr. Linda Welters, University of Rhode Island 



Mercy Hurd Brigham Rice Hunt (1616-1693) 
The second Mrs. Edmund Rice (m. 1655) 

Widow in 1653 



²ƛŘƻǿΩǎ ǇŜŀƪ ŎƻƛŦΚΣ ǊǳŦŦΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ŘƻǳōƭŜǘ 



Wenceslaus Hollar  

1640 > 



 



Gonzales Coques 
date unknown (suggested 1650s) 



Hannah Stilley (ca. 1746 ςca.1840) 



Hannah Stilley (ca. 1746 ςca.1840) 

The cap & hairstyle 

Bonnet for young women 



Hannah Stilley (ca.1746 ςca.1840) 

Sleeve 
Bodice front 



Jane Rice 
Glens Falls, NY 

b. 1788 in Connecticut 
d. 1860 Moreau, NY 



Jane Rice 
Glens Falls, NY 

b. 1788 in Connecticut 
d. 1860 Moreau, NY 

How old does 
Jane look? 
Late 60s? 

ca 1853-55 



William Roger Knapp  
 

b. 1847 Glens Falls, NY 
d. 1906 Queensbury, NY 



 
William Roger Knapp 

ca 1870s  
 

b. 1847 Glen Falls, NY 
d. 1906 Queensbury, NY Journal des Tailleurs 1885 



Mary Catherine (Rice) Knapp 
Glens Falls, NY 

b. 1857 Moreau, NY 
d. 1892 Queensbury, NY 



Mary Catherine (Rice) Knapp 
Glens Falls, NY 

1872 Wisconsin 

Mid 1870s 



Sheldon Burton Knapp 
Columbus, Nebraska 

b. 1874, Queensbury, NY 
d. 1881, Columbus, NE 
(of scarlet fever) 

 
Mom (Mary Catherine) is 
just 17 



Sheldon Burton Knapp 
Columbus, Nebraska 

Boys wear dresses 
until 5 years of age 
Photo ca. 1877-78   

George Musgrave 1873 



Nellie Mary Knapp 

b. 1877, Queensbury, NY 
d. 1881, Columbus, NE 



Elmer and Roland Knapp 

Elmer 
b. 1881 Columbus, NE 
d. 1907 Chicago 

Roland 
b. 1884 Columbus, NE 
d. 1953  Troy, NY 

Eton suit 

.ƻȅǎ άōǊŜŜŎƘŜŘέ ŀǘ 
5 years of age 
Photo ca 1889-90 



Elmer Knapp 
 

Elmer 
b. 1881 Columbus, NE 
d. 1907 Chicago 

1890s 

Boys get long pants 
around 13-14 years of 
age 
Photo: late 1890s 



Charles F. Rice (1847-1888) 

b. 1847 Saratoga, New York 
d. 1888 Silver Bow, 
Montana 

Frock coat 
Boots  
Trousers not creased 

Photo ca late 1860s, 
early 1870s 



Ira Rice & Cordelia Curtis Rice  
b. 1810 Northumberland, NY 
d. 1877 Manhattan 
 

b. 1819 Saratoga, NY 
d. 1898 Manhattan 
 

 



1871-73 

Rice photos early 1870s 



Henry Alphesis Sherman 

b. 1853 Shrewsbury, MA 
d. 1919 Ogallala, NE 

Sack (lounge) coat 



Georgiana Rice Sherman 

b. 1871 Moreau, NY 
d. 1918 Ogallala, NE 



Georgiana Rice Sherman 

b. 1871 Morrow, NY 
d. 1918 Ogallala, NE 

ca. 1885 



Elizabeth Ketchum Rice 
 

b. 1831 Saratoga County, 
NY 
d. 1901 Madrid, NE 



Elizabeth Ketchum Rice 
 

1865 

ca. 1860 



Margaret Slade Rice 

b. 1857 Nova Scotia 
d. 1937 Tecumseh, NE   



Margaret Slade Rice 

1870 1872 

     ca. 1875 



Seymour Coleman Rice and Jennie Ann 
Baker Rice 

Seymour 
b. 1841 Saratoga 
d. 1915 Albany 

Jennie 
b. 1846 
d. 1935 Albany 



Seymour Coleman Rice and Jennie Ann Baker Rice 
ca. 1880 

Seymour 
b. 1841 Saratoga 
d. 1915 Albany 
 
Station chief for 
Western Union 

Jennie 
b. 1846 
d. 1935 Albany 

1880-82 
Does he look 40 years old? 



Jennie Rice Oliver and Louisa Rice 
Youlen 

Jennie 
b. 1846 Saratoga, NY 
d. 1920 Saratoga, NY 

Louisa 
b. 1842 Saratoga, NY 
d. 1915, South Bound 
Brook, NJ 
 
 
 



Jennie Rice Oliver and Louisa Rice Youlen 

Jennie 
b. 1846 Saratoga 
d. 1920 Saratoga 

Louisa 
b. 1842 Saratoga 
d. 1915, NJ 
 
 
 

Early 1890s 

Puffed sleeve 
early 1890s 



Tekla Liss Mitera 

b. 1870 Cracow, Poland 
d. 1958 Columbus, NE 



Tekla Liss Mitera 

b. 1870 Cracow, Poland 
d. 1958 Columbus, NE 

Early 1900s 

Fabric is heavy 
Hair style  
Monobosom 
ca 1900? 



Myrtle McQuown Rice and sisters 
Agnes? and Mabel 

Myrtle 
b. 1880 
d. 1921  Mabel (1883-1959) 

Agnes (1898-1936) 



Gibson Girl: late 1890s - 1910 

1895-96 leg of mutton sleeve 


